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day. Agriculture was awakening to new life under

the stimulus of improved opportunities for sale of

produce, and capitalist organisation of wage earners

was beginning to take the place which had been

traditionally occupied by independent domestic

workers. The capitalist system, which has triumphed

both in town and country, was coming clearly into

light, and the conflict between the old order and

the new was very bitter1.   The grievances of the

day were quite different from the social disabilities

of the Peasants of 1381, or from the labour unrest

of our own time, and the aims of social reformers

were indefinite and vague. The situation is clearly

described in the very interesting book, in the form

of a dialogue, which was written in 1549, by John

Hales, and entitled A Discourse of the Common

Weal of this Realm of England*.   The 'knight' in

this dialogue was eager to organise the religious life

of the nation in independence of Rome, and to

develop the economic life of the country as a whole,

both as regards rural and urban industry, and by

the increase of commerce, so far as it reacted on the

employment of the population at home.  At that

time the reigning dynasty had abandoned the am-

1 Progress of Capitalism in England, p. 52.

* Edited for the Camb. Univ. Press by E. Lamond. It
was first printed by an unknown W. S. in 1581; he had
brought it down to date and introduced an interesting
discussion on the effect of the precious metals from the
New World. In this form it is easily accessible in the
Harleian Miscellany, vol. ix (1808).